
From the Head of School 

Re-enrollment season is upon us! By the time you read this, more likely than 

not, you have already turned in your paperwork for next year. Nevertheless, 

every year we encounter similar questions about the process and why 

Children’s Garden follows certain practices. We know that we do some things 

differently from other schools, and that these differences are what make our 

school what it is. As a staff, we continually reflect on our practices and 

evaluate whether these practices are defendable traditions or outdated in 

need of replacement. We frequently reflect on our roots and values, 

reminding ourselves of why we do what we do.   

Our mission is to provide a “nurturing community of children, families, and 

teachers guided by Montessori philosophy and influenced by Reggio 

philosophy that educates young children and inspires a life-long love of 

learning.” At our heart, we are a Montessori-Reggio hybrid and our programs 

are shaped by those philosophies. As educators, we value curiosity, 

independence, concentration, and collaboration. We believe each child has 

his/her own path to development that s/he is following and that it is our job as 

educators to guide and support him/her along that path. Additionally, we 

believe that the world is an ever-changing, busy place and we strive to 

provide a sanctuary for children away from the hustle and bustle. We dream 

of a place where the joys of childhood and quiet discovery are ever present, 

where children have the time and the space to just be children. 

The Toddler Program:  For most of our Toddler students, this is their 

first experience away from home.  Our program is structured around the 

premise that Toddlers require consistency, order, and space to become their 

own people. Our teachers strive to support their independence by supporting 

them to do as much for themselves as they are capable, whether that means 

encouraging them to dress and undress independently, introducing them 

slowly to the world of toilet learning, or reassuring them as they navigate new 

social relationships. While many of our students only spend one year in the 

Toddler Class, those who do return for another half to full year gain a great 

deal from their second year. They do not just repeat the same class over 

again. Rather, they deepen their experience by practicing being a role model. 

 

FEBRUARY 2016 

Dates to Remember 

 

2/11 NO SCHOOL                      

 Teacher Work Day                     

2/12 NO SCHOOL                    

 President’s Day 

2/15 NO SCHOOL                    

 President’s Day 

2/18 Parent Talk                  

 10 am or 2 pm 

2/29 Studio Mini Show            

 8:30 am - 3:00 pm  

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 

MARCH 

3/25                                      

thru  SPRING BREAK                                                                                                   

4/4 

4/5 Students Return 

 

SPECIAL  ORANGE & BLUE  EDITION  



Not only do they help the new students to navigate the rules and routines of the classroom, but they also 

begin to learn the subtle difference between helping and doing for a younger, less experienced peer. 

Additionally, the oldest children revisit the materials from a different angle, perfecting their mastery and 

often times making new connections between the activities and their purposes. Finally, the toddler 

teachers, armed with knowledge of what comes next, are able to introduce these children to future, 

Primary expectations, easing them gently into their next transition. 

The Primary Program and the Three Year Cycle: Because we are a Montessori school and all of our 

teachers are Montessori trained, we value not only the mixed age class, but cherish the three year cycle 

of learning. Frequently, parents request that children move from their current classroom into a different 

one because “they already spent a year or two in that room.” Parents are concerned that their children will 

be bored, spending yet another year with “the same materials.” Actually, this is not the case at all!  

Some of the Primary curriculum is sequential, meaning that a child will move through different activities at 

different times. For example, most of the Language Materials are set up to address the needs of each 

child where they are at that moment. The first year, a child might work primarily with the Sandpaper 

Letters, tracing the shape, learning the sound, and matching it to objects in the environment. The second 

year, a child might have mastered the connection between sounds and symbols, and would then work on 

combining sounds in order to read and write. This might start out as reading simple phonetic words and 

grow into reading readers. The third year, a child will not only continue to work on reading more difficult 

texts and writing more developed stories, but also will begin to work on perfecting letter formation, 

sentence structure, and the parts of speech. 

Not all materials are used sequentially. One of my favorite things about the Montessori classroom is how 

some materials change as the child gains experience with it over time. During the first year in the 

classroom, the three year old child is exposed to a wide variety of materials and is focused on exploring. 

For example, she might be drawn to the small objects in the science area and will begin to classify her 

world by sorting them into categories like living and nonliving, plant and animal, or even the 5 vertebrate 

classes. The second year, at four, the child will be interested in building her skills. She will return to the 

science area. Her interest in classification will expand with her ability to focus on work for longer periods 

of time. She will gravitate more frequently to the three part cards which will help her to identify the 

different parts of different types of animals. As she sorts and categorizes, she will gradually become more 

aware of the specific differences between different types of animals. For example, guinea pigs have 

noses, while birds have beaks, and fish have gills. Finally, the third year, the five year old will step into the 

same area eager to conduct research and explore her interests. She will take out the same materials, 

easily sorting the objects or matching the animal part cards, but extending the work to embrace a detailed 

research project. At this time, she might create a chart with illustrations and words, defining different types 

of birds, labelling their body parts, and sharing other important facts about what make birds unique.   

The Extended Primary: Every year, a few parents approach us to inquire about our Extended 

Primary program. They are confused by our age cut-offs and wonder how we can say that a child is not 

old enough to enroll in our XP program, but will still be ready for Kindergarten the following year? The 

Extended Primary program is a program specifically designed for children in their third year of the 

Montessori Primary program. As mentioned before, these older children are internally driven to take their 

work to a higher level as they conduct detailed research and pursue their individual passions. Supported 

by their experience with materials, they have a dearth of experience to pull from as they delve deeper. 



 

Save the Date 

The dates for Children’s Garden’s Summer Camp have been set -  

three weeks beginning Monday, June 13th through Thursday, July 1st. 

The camp is held from 9 - 12 Monday through Thursday. You can 

choose to sign up for one, two or three weeks. The camp is for return-

ing toddlers and new and returning primary students. The theme this 

year is “Book Worms” 

Additionally, five is a big year of growth in the life of a child. Children go through huge changes in 

development when they turn five. Their way of thinking changes as they transition from the Absorbent Mind, 

where learning is effortless, to the Reasoning Mind, where complex, critical thinking begins to happen. While 

our three and four year old students need concrete manipulatives to learn concepts, our five year olds are 

able to understand abstract information. For example, once a child understands the quantities 0 to 10, they 

begin to explore the decimal system using the Montessori Bank Materials. They will work with the materials to 

explore increasingly complex mathematical concepts, but it is not until their brains begin to shift at the 

magical age of five that they are able to think of these concepts using only the numbers with no concrete 

objects present. 

The Extended Primary is not a Kindergarten Prep program. It is a place for third year students to take their 

learning to the next level. For this reason, many years ago we changed the name back from Pre-K to its 

original Extended Primary. As five year olds shift their way of thinking, they turn to each other for 

collaborative problem-solving. As a social being, the five year olds run rapidly into the complex world of 

unspoken societal mores. Looking around the busy Primary classroom, you will see three year olds sitting 

beside each other, working on similar activities. At four, they begin to work together, conscientiously following 

the rules of their activity. By five, they are ready to negotiate new rules, creating complex activities while 

establishing their own mini-society within the community of the classroom.            

 

                      WHAT WOULD OBI WAN DO?                                              
          Jedi Mind Tricks for Parents of Young Children. 

Looking for tips to keep life with your young padawans going smoothly?     

Join Bekke, Beverly, Rose, and Kristen upstairs for a parent forum. 

                                        Thursday, February 18th                                                                                                      
                                                10am or 2pm 



  

  Merci    Danke     Gracias     Maholo     Kiitos   Grazie 

We would like to thank Ricki Brockman for the Starbucks for the staff; Brooke Brown, Alexis 

Rudisill, Ashley Manning, Julie Dorkin, Kelly Eisinger, Katie Wickliff, Jenna Burstein, Mallory Boy-

ens, Elizabeth Kirkpatrick, Jenny Holtze, Erin Hegel, Marguerite Korber, and Emily McGee for 

providing wonderful lunches during the December conferences. Thanks Emily Stone for all of the 

treats she made for the staff; Noland Jackson and Marshall and Mosely for taking care of the    

guinea pigs over the break. Thanks to Sarah Weily for the  generous Chipotle lunch for the staff. 

We are so spoiled and fortunate to work with the Children’s Garden community! 

 

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner and, although those 

adorable cards and candies are tempting, we ask that you do not send them to school. 

The children will have valentine related activities and will be making Valentine’s for all of 

businesses and people who help keep the school running. Candy and cards for each classmate can 

get out of hand so we appreciate your understanding and cooperation! 

 

Studio Mini Show 

On Monday, February 29th, Angelina will be available from 8:30 to 3:00 

to share with many parents the collaborative projects that the children 

have been working on so far this year.  Please stop by any time to view the 

art and supporting documentation on display in the lobby and studio.  Feel free to 

bring your child with you. This Art Show will be up for an extended period of time after the Open-

ing, so if you are unable to come on Wednesday or any time you are around. 



 

Last Chance! 

The Lost and Found basket in the lobby is still at maximum capacity. Please take a few minutes to see 

if anything in there belongs to your child. We will be donating  the items to charity on February 5th. 

Re-enrollment                                                                                     

School Year 2016-17 

Planning for Next Year is underway. Current families should have gotten forms for continuing stu-

dents and new siblings in an email. All forms are available on our school website as well, via the "parent re-
sources" tab, in case you need another. We love talking about your children and our school, so if you are not 
sure which program or class is suitable for your child and would like to discuss your child's placement for 
next year or beyond, please reach out to your teachers, Jamie or Bekke. 

2016-17 Tuition and Fees schedule is also now posted on the website, http://cgmontessori.com/

parent-resource/re-enrollment-2016-2017/ 

Tuition assistance and scholarships are available. Families intending to apply should submit 50% of 

deposit per child, or contact Jamie for other arrangements, and complete all components of the application 

by March 15. Please see the Tuition and Fee schedule or contact Jamie for details. 

Thank you to our families for honoring us with the task of providing your children with a nurturing 

and dynamic foundation. As Montessori early childhood educators it means so much to us that we can give 
children continuity in environments carefully planned and arranged for their young minds and bodies active 
learning and growth. In keeping with our value of learning through interactions in enriched environments, we 
limit the number of children in the classrooms to create a comfortable fit and community. Program, times and 
class assignments of the children are carefully thought through to make this happen.  As the final numbers 
become clear, Jamie will notify each family of the status of placements for their children.  

Forms and fees are due Friday, January 29th. 

 

Looking for a nanny or know someone who is? A wonderful nanny who worked 

for a former Children’s Garden family for over 10 years is looking for a position. Please 

contact Mercedes Ruiz at 720.366.0613 for the details. 

http://cgmontessori.com/parent-resource/re-enrollment-2016-2017/
http://cgmontessori.com/parent-resource/re-enrollment-2016-2017/


Borgen Family Foundation                  

Ryan and Genevieve Tedder                 

Jonathan and Courtney Ringham             

Carson Foundation                         

Zachary and Dara Segal                    

Reed and Sarah Weily                      

Adam and Hilary Haynes                    

Heloise Boutique                          

Russell and Fara Bowler                   

Denny and Liza Coughlin                   

Doug and Megan Gaddis                     

McAndrew and Alexis Rudisill              

Haeman and Afsaneh Noori                  

William and Sheila Rudisill               

Eddie Fisher and Rhiannon Adler           

Kevin and Katie Henderson                 

Donald and Eliza Kirkpatrick              

Margot Ladd                               

Keith and Angie Oxenreider                

Wenke Thoman                              

Geoffrey and Tamera Ward                  

 

Tom and Barbara Filippini                 

Toby and Susie Sutherland                 

Eric Schmidt and Christina Dugan          

Bjorn and Kathy Borgen                    

Mary Ege                                  

Jerry and Carolyn Gaddis                  

Mehmet and Cathy Noyan                    

Kathryn Ross                              

Tom and Trinda Bishop                     

Strode and Nan Brent                      

Justin and Claire Jackson                 

John Jurcheck and Courtney Hayes 

Lisa Kornfeld                             

Ed and Catherine Ramey                           

Victor Ridder and Joan Braden             

David and Betty Arkell                    

John and Jenna Burstein                   

Patrick Jackson and Sarah Senger          

Jim and Penny Gwin                        

               Scott and Jennifer Johnson  

        James and Ann Lebeck 

Thank You for Contributing to the Annual Fund  


