At a glance

32/9-3/10 NO sCHOOUL

3/24 Spring Break
4/3 Staff returns
SUEs Students return

(Staff attends National Conference)

3/16 Stutelto b CANCELLED




Revisiting the Reggio-Emilio Approach by Bekke Howell

CGMS is a nurturing community of children, families, and teachers, guided by the Montessori
Philosophy and influenced by the Reggio Philosophy that educates young children and inspires
a life-long love of learning. That is our mission here at Children’s Garden.

As a staff, we are Montessori trained. We follow the Montessori curriculum and we furnish our
classrooms with Montessori materials. We practice the tenets of Montessori philosophy by con-
necting children to the environment, cultivating independence, and allowing for freedom of
choice with limits. We speak easily about what it means to be a Montessorian, as we mindfully
follow the practices clearly laid out by our founder, Maria Montessori.

Maria Montessori was a scientist first, and an educator second. She looked at the world of edu-
cation, and asked questions about what the best way to educate young children might be. She
developed tools and techniques, and tried them out in classrooms. She observed the children,
questioned the process, and refined her materials; over time developing a curriculum that was
easy to pass along to other teachers who were interested in trying new ways of educating chil-

dren.

However, CGMS is not just a Montessori school. We are also influenced by the Reggio-Emilio
Philosophy. The R-E philosophy offers a research-based approach to learning that focuses on
social constructivism and creative expression within a cultural context. The founder “Malaguzzi
had an original vision of permanent professional development for teachers; development which
included openness towards culture in general.” While it is easiest to see this process of learn-
ing taking place in the Studio, we try to embrace it throughout the school. Because the R-E phi-
losophy places a high value on collaboration, our teachers co-teach in the classrooms rather
than functioning under the usual head teacher with assistants model found in most Montessori
schools. Additionally, we view children as capable, competent, curious, relational. We embrace
the idea that they communicate through 100 languages, and strive to deepen their learning
through the process of documentation.

R-E Philosophy is difficult to define and is not a curriculum that we can put into practice. Every
year, we need to explore its concepts through different lenses. We work to understand how to
combine these different ways of working beside children, stretching our own understandings of
teaching and education. As a staff, we are working to make this process visible. As you come
into the school over the next months, you will notice our research questions posted throughout
the building. These are the beginnings of where we are as individuals and as teams in this pro-
cess. We look forward to bringing you along on this journey!
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SAVE THE DATE
Children’s Garden Dine to Donate

April 19, 2017

~HOUND

LOCAL EATING HOUSE

(20% Going back to Children’s Garden)
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